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MEKE LUCIA — Sia “Twas

JOHANNES YAN GALEN of Hayward stands in the middle of a giant LEGO city he built. The project, which is on display sald, "bu

at Bay Area Family Church in San Leandro, took thousands of LEGOs and several maonths to build. th“rl-.'ilﬁ
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MIKE LBCIA — Stali | T was
JOHANNES VAN GALEN of Hayward stands in the middle of a giant LEGO city he built. The project, which is on display ! ﬁ:"-l 1"::}'
at Bay Area Family Church in San Leandro, took thousands of LEGOs and saveral months to build, |

Hayward contractor creates LEGO cityscape c
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SAN LEANDRO — It has a police station, a train depot,
a race track, a fire siation, a skyscraper, a bus stop and
even its own bay.

Anything you coubd probably imagine — or not — to be
in a city has been recreated, mindaturized and included in
a LEGO display created by Hayward resident Johannes
van Galen. He has put the 10-by-25-foot creation on dis-
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play at Bay Area Family Church for the public’s viewing lLega
pleasure through Jan. 13. thlng

Why? Because he can, {

Van Galen, 36. said he has enjoyed his LEGO hobby i By Karen
since he was a bov growing up in Holland. But it wasn't | ESTarEwh
until his 7-year-old son recently ook an interest in the | OAKL
tows that he decided to build something this huge. in Dokl

i doesn’t hurt, eliher, that he is a general contractor by ton. hea
frade, But that's only hall the reason why van Galen de- program
cided to embark on this project. It's purely hobby, he rated il
-'\!l?"l“'i d i "“.I{" i

1 like building with LEGOs,” van Galen said, "1 just sues imp
enjoy i.” R If you go said, “Wi

Visitors who check out the LEGD metropolis today wi ; R cities 1ol
easily get lost in the treasure hunt of pieces. What: Johannes van Galen’s LEGO display e

Besides all the common city structures included in the When: 12:30 to 4 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays through five (rain
display, van Galen also has plenty of quirky creations in Jan. 13 . Need |
the mix — many of them the result of his own imagination. Where: Bay Area Family Church, 2305 Washington Ave., nsurat

Take, for instance, the medieval castle that overlooks in San Lagndro ! Want

Please see LEGD, Local 2 | Mare infe: 510-483-4712 | ;ﬂ ;ﬂ:;
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“If T didn’t have LEGOs (as a child), I wouldn’t have had the ability to do what I do. TASe
Johannes van Galen Pa?:?lﬁé:
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cuCumbers, red cnicns and cofiage
cheese; stufled cabbage roll with
Craole sauce; peas and carots; bis-
cut; apnical cup.

LEGO city has it all and then some

4 LEE", from Local 1

the old Western village, com-
plete with iis own tepee, cow-
boys add Indians,

Then there is the Batmobile,

the Star Wars X-wing fighter, the

dinosaur clan and the gothic-
looking apartment building —
which van Galen aptly calls
Uragon Tower,

Russell Clark, president of
the Bay Area LEGO Users
Group — of which van Galen is
a member — said displays like
this one are, and especlally the
trains, arc always a big hit with
crowids i

When the club holds its an-

nual Christmas show al the Mu-

seum of American Heritage in
Fabo Alto, Clark said, it draws
record numbers, He sald he ox-
pects the same for van Galen's

display.

“It has a large iImpact,” Clark
sadd.

Van Galen sald he hopes the
display will make the most con-
nection with children who come
to see L While kids these days
have a variely of loys o choose
from. he sald he hopes LEGOs

ket WHAT'S HAPPENING:
Historical DEtﬂbEf‘}-FEhmi.l’}’

will continue (o hold a special
place as the building blocks of
childhood — and. he added,
they're good development tools,
too.

“IF 1 cicn't have LEGOs (as a
child).” van Galen sadd, 1
wouldn't have had the ability to
do what [ do now.™
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Society Dearly Departed Exhibit
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Hﬂ??lrr::ETuuﬁ. thru Sat, Nov. 30 - Dec. 30 Christmas
1lam to 4 At McCona House -

prm - Anag

Friday - Sunday; 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

510-581-0223 (last four at 3:30 p.m.)

thirongh December 30,
Gift Shop & Education Tours

BEST TIL

www. BestTileSF.com

Santa Clara, CA 95054
Tel: 408-727-0090

AND BUILDING
SUPPLY

i Peraltn Blvd.
Fremont, CA 94536
Tel: 510-793-T628

Direct Importer of
Tile & Stone

¢ One of the largest showroom
in the Bay Area

® Large inventory

® Tiles from Spain & ltaly

¢ Slate & Travertine

® Marble & Granite

¢ Granite Counter Tops

® Kilchen Cabinets

® Plumbing Supplies

E}rs .:' 0

San Francisco, CA 94124

Tel: 415-467-8563
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